
“Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in 

turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 

message that I proclaimed to you – unless you have come to believe in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:1-2. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Three weeks ago I went through a time in which my prayer was that I would hear no more news. It came 

after a period in which I had received a number of notifications of friends and acquaintances that had 

received devastating news. They were informed that their illness (normally Cancer) was terminal. They 

would be palliative care only. Human technology and medicine could do nothing more for their well-

being and restoration to wholeness. The notices seemed to come so frequently that I merely wanted to 

find an isolated place for a time and hide from the world.  

My youngest daughter, aged 21, reports almost weekly now about a friend or acquaintance who has 

died from either gang violence or drug-overdose. The crises as reported through social agencies are 

raging in our city and on our streets. I know as an emergency chaplain the lethal threat that the opioid-

indulgence is wreaking in families and communities. It seems most of us are receiving reports with bad 

news contained within. It can become a depressing experience. That is what happens in the realm where 

sin, dying and death reign. 

The friends of Jesus experienced their share of bad news in those days close to Easter. First they 

witnessed his arrest and flogging. He was crucified, died and was buried. The Gospel texts for Easter 

morning all tell of the grief that engulfed the women who were close to Jesus as they went out to his 

Tomb. They were mourning his dying. The disciples were dismayed and feeling their own remorse and 

sadness. A future that a few days previously seemed exciting and hopeful had turned into deep grief, 

loss and bleakness. Even Jesus’ immediate resurrection appearances did little to displace their despair. It 

was only through the continuing ministering to the disciples and followers of Jesus, through God’s Holy 

Spirit that mourning, distrust and despair were displaced by hope and courage.  

God continues to minister to us. Jesus repeatedly proclaims his peace upon his disciples in these days 

following his Resurrection. God’s Holy Spirit continues to give us the gift of faith and renews us in that 

faith. Christ continues to offer his body and blood for our strengthening and renewal in service. God 

continues to call us back to himself. God has not abandoned us to the world of chaos and constant 

turmoil. God stands in, with, around and under us even as Jesus calls us into continuing discipleship.  

“Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again” is the great proclamation that people of faith 

declare in the midst of bleakness and dying. The Good News of Jesus Christ will not be overcome by the 

dire and bad news we receive in the world that is corrupted by SIN.  

Alleluia sounds again from the lips of Christian people in this Easter season. We constantly declare our 

praise to God in these joyous days of redemption and peace. May the Spirit of Christ be your constant 

joy and sustenance in this season of Easter and beyond. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


